
A TREE FOR SYRIA 
This year Seventowers Benefice donated 5000 items of clothing 

that were sent to Syria and Iraq through Samaras Aid.   www.samarasaid.org 
!
!

For us, Advent can be a time to touch those in need, not only so that we might     
share God’s love with them, but also so that our yearning for the kingdom might be             

renewed within us. Advent is marked by a spirit of expectation, of anticipation, of 
preparation, of longing. There is a yearning for deliverance from evil of the world. 

Imagine if you lived in Aleppo how profound your longing and yearning would be … 
!

Last year Bishop Antoine Audo from Aleppo in Syria wrote about his                     
Christmas experiences in Syria. Here are a few excerpts:  

!
It is desperately cold this winter, with no heating or electricity across the city. Every 
evening it gets dark early. Here in my bishopric, we light a stove, using chairs for           

firewood, chopping up and burning one per night. When I go to bed, it is often so cold 
that I struggle to sleep. But even as I lie shivering under my blankets, I remember how 
lucky I am compared with my brothers and sisters who have nowhere safe to rest: so 

many of them are in desperate need of food, health care and shelter. !
About 50% (now over 75%) of the Christians who used to live here in Aleppo have already 

fled the city ….. we have 45 churches, but many now stand empty. But in churches 
across Aleppo we are still working hard to prepare for Christmas. We have organised 

choirs, Nativity scenes and Christmas trees. Despite the fear and the violence, we believe 
that peace is possible, and we are praying and waiting. Everybody is tired, but everybody          
is doing what they can to live, looking for the light coming from heaven, not from earth. !

People sometimes fear for my safety and tell me it is not safe for me to                       
walk the streets in my bishop’s robes, but I am not afraid. !

What gives me hope this Christmas? The compassion of people who take care               
of each other. The small signs of humanity as people share what little they have.            

The solidarity of my brothers and sisters around the world. Most of all, what                   
gives me hope is my faith. I say prayers in the morning, and read the Word of                  

God, and it gives me the conviction that we can carry on. !
We have to continue to support each other. We have to respect each other, to                   

treat each other with dignity and to understand each other’s suffering.  !
My message to my friends in Britain is: Syria is a beautiful country. Please                  

help spread a message of peace. It is hard to find hope in Aleppo this Christmas,        
but there is still some joy in my heart.


